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shall begin after the last year of aug-
mented seeding, fertilizing, irrigation,
or other work, excluding husbandry
practices that are approved by the reg-
ulatory authority in accordance with
paragraph (c)(4) of this section.

(2) In areas of more than 26.0 inches
of annual average precipitation, the pe-
riod of responsibility shall continue for
a period of not less than:

(i) Five full years, except as provided
in paragraph (c)(2)(ii) of this section.
The vegetation parameters identified
in paragraph (b) of this section for
grazing land, pasture land, or cropland
shall equal or exceed the approved suc-
cess standard during the growing sea-
son of any 2 years of the responsibility
period, except the first year. Areas ap-
proved for the other uses identified in
paragraph (b) of this section shall
equal or exceed the applicable success
standard during the growing season of
the last year of the responsibility pe-
riod.

(ii) Two full years for lands eligible
for remining included in permits issued
before September 30, 2004, or any re-
newals thereof. To the extent that the
success standards are established by
paragraph (b)(5) of this section, the
lands shall equal or exceed the stand-
ards during the growing season of the
last year of the responsibility period.

(3) In areas of 26.0 inches or less aver-
age annual precipitation, the period of
responsibility shall continue for a pe-
riod of not less than:

(i) Ten full years, except as provided
in paragraph (c)(3)(ii) below. Vegeta-
tion parameters identified in paragraph
(b) of this section shall equal or exceed
the approved success standard for at
least the last two consecutive years of
the responsibility period.

(ii) Five full years for lands eligible
for remining included in permits issued
before September 30, 2004, or any re-
newals thereof. To the extent that the
success standards are established by
paragraph (b)(5) of this section, the
lands shall equal or exceed the stand-
ards during the growing seasons of the
last two consecutive years of the re-
sponsibility period.

(4) The regulatory authority may ap-
prove selective husbandry practices,
excluding augmented seeding, fertiliza-
tion, or irrigation, provided it obtains

prior approval from the Director in ac-
cordance with § 732.17 of this chapter
that the practices are normal hus-
bandry practices, without extending
the period of responsibility for revege-
tation success and bond liability, if
such practices can be expected to con-
tinue as part of the postmining land
use or if discontinuance of the prac-
tices after the liability period expires
will not reduce the probability of per-
manent revegetation success. Approved
practices shall be normal husbandry
practices within the region for
unmined lands having land uses similar
to the approved postmining land use of
the disturbed area, including such
practices as disease, pest, and vermin
control; and any pruning, reseeding,
and transplanting specifically neces-
sitated by such actions.

[48 FR 40160, Sept. 2, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 34642, Sept. 7, 1988; 60 FR 58492, Nov. 27,
1995]

§ 816.131 Cessation of operations: Tem-
porary.

(a) Each person who conducts surface
mining activities shall effectively se-
cure surface facilities in areas in which
there are no current operations, but in
which operations are to be resumed
under an approved permit. Temporary
abandonment shall not relieve a person
of their obligation to comply with any
provisions of the approved permit.

(b) Before temporary cessation of
mining and reclamation operations for
a period of thirty days or more, or as
soon as it is known that a temporary
cessation will extend beyond 30 days,
persons who conduct surface mining
activities shall submit to the regu-
latory authority a notice of intention
to cease or abandon mining and rec-
lamation operations. This notice shall
include a statement of the exact num-
ber of acres which will have been af-
fected in the permit area, prior to such
temporary cessation, the extent and
kind of reclamation of those areas
which will have been accomplished,
and identification of the backfilling,
regrading, revegetation, environmental
monitoring, and water treatment ac-
tivities that will continue during the
temporary cessation.
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